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Commissioned by the GASME Center for World Economic Studies, and
co-written by Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies at Renmin
University (RDCY) and Shanghai Chungqiu Institute for Development and
Strategic Studies, this book seeks to provide information and guidance to
small and medium enterprises participating in the Belt and Road Initiative.

Since its launch in 2013, China’s Belt and Road Initiative has met with firm
support and active participation from over sixty countries along the Silk
Road Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road. The positive
responses have created a favorable environment for policy implementation;
and brought development opportunities to the region.

Judging from current trends, the Belt and Road Initiative is faced with
greater opportunities than challenges. The key to successful realization of
“One Belt, One Road” lies in the capability to best make use of existing
opportunities while creating new ones.

The 2016 G20 summit hosted by China should be a major turning point for
global economic development and cooperation. At present, global economy
lacks impetus, productivity growth stalls, international financial market
suffers from abnormal fluctuations, and trade & investment remain sluggish.
As an important forum for cooperation between developed and emerging
economies, G20 plays a decisive role in leading and driving international
economic cooperation. The summit has a responsibility to push for resolving
impending global economic issues in order to achieve strong, sustainable
and balanced growth. In line with the G20 summit’s overall goal of pursuing
“inclusive and comprehensive economic growth”, China will raise its Belt and
Road Initiative as an important new area of consideration and discussion.

As the most prestigious forum for international economic cooperation and a
crucial mechanism for global economic governance, G20 summit is
committed to tackling economic risks and challenges, promoting economic
growth, improving global economic governance, and constructing an open
economic model, all of which go hand in hand with China’s Belt and Road
Initiative.

At present, RDCY has been designated as the joint coordinating think tank
by the Chinese government for the T20 2016 Summit, the secretariat of
Green Finance Committee (GFC) of China Society of Finance and Banking,
the Executive Director of the Chinese Think Tank Cooperation Alliance for
the "Belt and Road", and the leading think tank to jointly build "Belt and
Road" through the cooperation of the official and academic organizations
between China and Iran.



Through compiling and collating economic data by country, this book
analyzes business opportunities and investment risks in the regions and
countries along the Silk Road Economic Belt and 21st Century Maritime Silk
Road, in the hope of providing information, reference, evaluation and
suggestions to small and medium enterprises interested in taking part in the
initiative. The book is divided into ten chapters: introduction gives an outline
of the Belt and Road Initiative, government bodies in charge of execution,
and how the current plans may work; from chapter two to chapter eight, the
book gives detailed information on key countries in East Asia, South Asia,
Central Asia, West Asia, Central and Eastern Europe, Africa, Australia and
New Zealand respectively, and analyzes business opportunities and
investment risks in those countries; chapter ten is an easy-to-use guidebook
that summarizes opportunities and risks by categories.

We must express our heartfelt gratitude to all parties who contributed to this
book. All information is cited from public sources, including Overseas
Investment Guide for the Belt and Road Initiative edited by National
Development and Reform Commission, official information and statistics
provided on the Ministry of Commerce’s official website, as well as research
papers and reports academic journals. Complete list of citation and
reference is attached as appendix at the end.

Due to time and other constraints, it is nearly impossible for us to include
every piece of information and provide an exhaustive guide to readers. This
book should serve as a general and basic guidebook. Interested parties are
advised to seek help from professional consultancies for more advanced and
specific investment recommendations. &

Editorial team of White Paper on Business Opportunities and Investment Risks along
the Belt and Road

August 2016



